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forehead, temples, and teeth of the lower jaw. The vault of the palate and the 
point of emergence of the mental nerve, have also been so sensible to pressure 
that pressure brought on a paroxysm. During the paroxysms the patient 
experienced a sensation of intense burning in the tongue. He asserts that he 
could lessen and even remove the pain by rubbing with a piece of linen the lower 
part of the right side of the face. Latterly the neuralgia recurred, and as the 
patient derived no benefit from all imaginable narcotics. Dr. E. had recourse to 
chloral. At half past seven P.M. of the loth of Aug. he administered two scruples 
of hydrate of chloral, which was followed by sleep in a quarter of an hour. The in¬ 
telligent patient stated that he first felt the calming effect of the medicine in the 
diseased part. His sleep was quiet and free from dreams. Respiration and 
pulse normal. The patient slept for five hours, when he awakened with pain, 
but soon went to sleep again and slept for five hours longer. When he awak¬ 
ened the pain seemed as on the previous days. Besides, the patient complained 
a little of coryza and irritation in the throat. On the 18th of Aug. at half 
past 9 A. M. two scruples of hydrate of chloral were again given in water and 
syrup of orange-peel. He slept until 11 o’clock, when his wife, who had mis¬ 
understood Dr. E.’s directions, awakened him to administer another dose of 
chloral which had been ordered to be given at night. The patient again slept 
until two o’clock, when he was awakened for dinner. He ate with appetite, 
after which he had a paroxysm of neuralgia, but soon went to sleep again. 
At 7 P. M. Dr. E. visited him; he did not awake. His sleep was calm, respi¬ 
ration and pulse normal The urine which he passed in the afternoon did not 
smell of chloroform. A half hour after Dr. E. left, the patient was wakened 
for supper, after which he had some pains, but again fell asleep, which con¬ 
tinued until after midnight. Between one and five o’clock in the morning he 
was awake and did not experience any suffering. After five o’clock the pains 
recurred. The patient lauded the medicine and desired it to be continued, 
notwithstanding its high price.— Le Movement Medical, Oct. 24, 1869. 

Dr. J. H. Barnes has administered chloral in the Liverpool Workhouse 
Hospital to ten patients labouring under delirium tremens, and he considers 
that “while not altogether a perfectly reliable agent, it is, so far as expe¬ 
rience points, capable of procuring, in most cases a very rapid and peaceful 
state of sleep, and capable of administration without trouble or danger in exact 
definite quantities.” A summary of these cases, with Dr. B.’s remarks, will be 
found in the Medical News for the present month. 

Dr. Jacobi, of New York ( Medical Record, Dec. 1st, 1869) has administered 
chloral as an hypnotic in the human subject in five cases, in four with the 
happiest results. The fifth showed a single unpleasant symptom, pain in the 
ears, apparently due to the irritant effect of the drug, insufficiently diluted, upon 
the mucous membrane of the throat, which was chronically inflamed. 

It is proper to add that M. J. Y. Laborde, in a communication made to the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences, asserts that the administration of chloral is not 
free from injurious results. Given to a healthy man in progressive doses of 
from 1, 1£, and 2 grammes, daily, he states that chloral induces, especially on 
the second or third day, an extremely painful sensation at the pit of the stomach, 
severe colic, nausea, lipothymia, and profuse sweating. Those experiments, 
which were made upon himself, M. L., did not think it incumbent upon him to 
carry further.— Archives Generates de Med., Dec. 1869, p. 758. 

We have now laid before our readers a full summary of the existing knowledge 
respecting- the hydrate of chloral—an agent which is at present attracting much 
attention, and which undoubtedly possesses very powerful hypnotic properties. 
Whether or not its administration be attended by danger—in what doses it 
should be given, and in what diseases it will prove most beneficial, are questions 
which can only be decided by future experience; but from the number of ex¬ 
perimenters now at work with this article these questions will doubtless soon be 
answered. 

9. Medicinal Uses of the Salts of Atropia. — Prof. Buignet has recently 
directed attention to the various uses of atropia as a general remedy, and not 
merely in affections of the eye. Two salts of the alkaloid are used in medicine 
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—the sulphate and the valerianate. The valerianate is formed by mixing a 
cooled solution of atropia in ether with a cooled solution of valerianic acid, 
and from this mixture crystals of the required salt soon crystallize. Acting 
on the long-established axiom in therapeutics that a combination of two simi¬ 
lar remedies almost always produces a greater and more rapid effect than an 
equivalent dose of either of the single remedies, Dr. Michea, as long ago as 
1853, made trial of this salt in “ affections of the nervous system,” and espe¬ 
cially in cases of epilepsy. His account of the action of this salt was so 
favourable, that a commission was appointed to investigate the subject, and 
their report was that valerianate of atropia is decidedly preferable to many of 
the so-called antispasmodics, and that it offered the great advantage of re¬ 
placing two drugs notoriously variable in their action—belladonna and valerian 
-—by a combination of their active principles, which was far more steady and 
certain in its action. The method of administering it is in granules, each of 
which contains a milligramme, or about g^th of a grain, of the salt. One 
granule daily is the proper dose to begin with in an adult, and in the course of 
a week a second granule may be taken daily. This is the maximum dose, any 
excess inducing dilatation of the pupil and disturbed vision. The author 
quotes the names of more than twenty physicians who have written to confirm 
the value of atropia and its salts as therapeutic agents. Taken internally, the 
salts of atropia have been found serviceable in the treatment of epilepsy, 
chorea, neuralgia, hysteria, tetanus, intermittent fevers, and those forms of 
disease of the respiratory organs in which the nervous system is specially in¬ 
volved, as asthma, hooping-cough, and certain lorins of nervous bronchitis. 

It has been found by Bouchardat and Crosio that cases of severe neuralgia, 
in which opium, henbane, and sulphuric ether have failed to give relief, have 
yielded to the local application of an ointment composed of five centigrammes 
(three-fourths of a grain) of atropia and four grammes (about a drachm) of 
lard. Pescheux has reported a case of tetanus which he cured by the aid of 
subcutaneous injection of sulphate of atropia, and Behier, Richard, and other 
French physicians have .practised the same treatment with success in cases of 
severe localized pain. One part of sulphate of atropia may be dissolved in 
100 of water, and from one to five drops injected. Slight symptoms of bella¬ 
donna poisoning sometimes exhibit themselves in these cases, but are merely 
transitorv. The smaller dose should be first tried.— Med. Ftw.es and Gaz. y 
Nov. 20,’from Nouveau Did. de Med. et de Chirurg. Prat. Art. Atropine. 

10. Action and Uses of Ipecacuanha. —Dr. C. D. Phillips extols ( The 
Practitioner , Nov. 1869) the efficacy of the simple powdered ipecacuanha and 
its wine. It is, he justly considers, an exceedingly safe emetic, and is an un¬ 
questionable diaphoretic, whether given in the form of Dover’s powder or vinum 
ipecacuanha. 

It “ exerts a power over all diseased mucous membranes in checking profuse 
mucous secretions, whether from the air-passages, the alimentary canal, or the 
genito-urinary apparatus. It is a most useful remedy in spasmodic coughs 
attended with profuse mucous expectoration and vomiting, especially in those 
troublesome coughs, accompanied by vomiting, which are incident to preg¬ 
nancy. Its beneficial operation is clearly discernible in most cases of continued 
and obstinate retching or vomiting, where the stomach is not primarily affected, 
but disturbed by sympathy with some other part or organ of the body, whether 
the primary affection be acute or chronic. There are cases of sickness and 
spasmodic cough during pregnancy, accompanied by ulceration of the uterus, 
which fail to yield to it; but in many of these cases it will succeed if a few doses 
are administered before the patient raises her head in the morning.” 

He states that he “has now before him twenty-three carefully recorded cases 
of whooping-cough. In most of these the cough came on in violent paroxysms, 
continued until a quantity of viscid mucus was ejected from the lungs by the 
mouth, and often by the nostrils, and increased in intensity until the contents 
of the stomach were evacuated. 

“ In all these cases, where the vomiting had been more troublesome than the 
whoop, ipecacuanha has given very marked relief. 



